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U.  Si  AUfj^aiimont  of  Agsfcdture 


i^'riends  of  'radio  audience: 


As  we  face- the  new  yeaVj  one  particularly  hopeful  fact  stands  out  in  the 
farm  si'buation.  This  is  the 'fact  that  nearly  everybody  agrees  that'  more  buying 
power  for  the -farm  family  is' essentieh  to  the  return  of  business  activity  and 
prosperity.  I  do  no'O  propose  to  discuss  with  you  the- many  proposals  put  forward 
for  governmental:  action  to  attain  this  goal  tha.t  the  nation  seeks  but  I  do  want 
to  outline  to  you  something  of'  what  farm  families  are  doing  to  bring  themselves 
as- far  on  the  road^to  recovery  as  they  can  in  the  face  of  shattered  farm  prices 
-and  rigid  fixed  charges.  They  have  set  to  v'ork  with  determination  to  inprove 
their  'ouying  power  in  the  only  ways  which  the  individual  can  apply  -  namely, 
raising  the  net  income  of  the  farm,  and  cutting  dorm  the  cost  of  family  living. 
In  this  effort  the  Extension  Sen-ice  is  giving  them  every  aid  at  its  co:mnand. 


The  first  step  for  farmers  and  farm  women  in  every  county  is  to  under¬ 
stand  their  economic  situatj.on  thoroughly.  Otherw-'se,  they  v.dll  not  knovr  on 
which  farm  enterprises-  to  concentrate  or  what  agricultural  industries  to  develop. 
The  view  farm  peopj  e  take  of  the  present  situation  v/ill  influence  the  agricul¬ 
tural  development  of -each  comity,,  net  only  for  the  coming  year,  but  for  many 
years  to  come.  In  this  effort  the  Extension  Service  is  proving  of  distinct 
help.  The  county  extension  agent,  as  the  representative  of  the  Extension 
Service  in  the  county,  brings  to  the  people  of  his  county  as  helpful  and 
complete  information  bearing  on  bhe  situation  a,s  the  State  agricultura,!  colleges 
and  the  United  States  Department  of  Agricultuie  can  supply. 


In  the-  existing  situation  farmers  are  organizing  and  operating  their 
farms  to  produce  with  the  smallest  expenditure  of  monejr,  time,  and  effort. 

In  accoaplishing  this  result  they  make  use  of  the  la,test  and  most  helpful  in¬ 
formation  provided  by  the  Extension  Service  on  efficient  methods  in  growing 
crops  and  livestock,,  in  preventing  losses  from  waste,  diseases,  and  pests,  and 
in  the  use  of-' inp lore i-' crop-- vafi e-ties  and  cultural 'methods.  Farmers  also  are 
shown  how  to  make  many  adjustments  that  will  bring  about  the  most  economical 
use  of  labor,  power,  and-  machinery. 

After  the  faimer  ha.s  reduced  his  production  costs  to  the  lowest  possible 
point,  he  wants  to  soil  his  products  to  the  best  advantage.  The  Extension 
Service  is  doing  mucli  to  help  improve  such-  marketing  processes  as  packing, 
grading,  and  ctandaraizing  commodities,  and  reduce  losses  in  marketing  channels, 
warehousing,  and  storage.  It  keeps  farmers  informed  on  probable  market  demands 
and  thus  enables  them  to'  ad.just  their  production  plaois  and  to  know  when  to  sell. 

Wherever  possible,  farm  families  are  developing  new  sources  of  income. 

The  sale  of  surplus  products  of  the  garden,  poultry  flock,  and  home  dairy  will 
contribute  this  year  in  no  small  degree  to  the  income  of  many  fairni  homes.  The 
Extension  Service  receives  and  responds  to  many  requests  for  inforina,tion  en¬ 
abling  the  men,  women  and  young  people  on  the  farm  to  employ  themselves  in 
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nom6  iMc.ust !rie s  a^id  crgfts*  Co'iiio.ty  sXUe^'iSion.  a.i'a'iits  ars  g'i-viiig;- dVc',2’?^  ■6".TCoara.<’6“ 
ni^nt  to  boj^s  and  girls  4-H  club  rnenbebs  to  increa.se  their  efforts’.  '  A  fat  baby 
beei^,  one  or  two  hogs,  tne  produce  of'  a  garden,-  horae  canned  fruits  and  vegetables, 
clotning,  and  furnishings  remodeled  or  manufactured  from  inexpensive  materials 
ndp  greatly  to  maintain  the  farail?/  standard  of  living  during  the  present 
situation.  ‘  .  ' 


One  of  tne  most  serious  probleais  of  the  fa.rmer  just  now  is  to  keep  up  what 
he  k-nows  to  be  good  farming,  in  the  face  of  lower  prices  for  his  products.  The 
Extension  Service  aids  ni.a  in  many  ways  in  malcing  annual  farm  inventories,  in 
filing  credit  stateraents  at  banks  and  in  generally  putting  himself  in  a  position 
to  make  tne  most  efficient  use  of  sound  credit.  The  planned  production  and  con¬ 
servation  of  home  grown  foods  are  being  stressed,  practical  suggestions  are 
oeing  given  for  clothing  the  farm  family  more  economically,  for  saving  time  and 
energy  in  doing  the  work  of  the  household,  and  for  making  the  best  use  of  avail¬ 
able  funds.  4-H  Club  girls  are  being  encouraged  to’ outdo,  if  possible,  the 
.■enviaole  contribution  wnich  they  made  to  economical,  and  satisfying  farm  living 
in.'.19-51  and  1932.  ~ 

Attractive  surroundings,  good  health,  wholesome  recreation,  and  social, 
contacts  with  neighbors  can  do  mach  to  relievo  the  strain  of  the  problems  and. 
diff idlties  of  the  present  farm  situa.tion.  Particula.rly  do  we  seek  to  lessen 
the  menace  to  the  health  of  the  farm  f.amily  of  illness  resulting  from  lack  of 
adequate  nourishment  and  clothing.  Hothing  the  Extension  Service  is  doing  is 
more  important  than  its  ?;ork  of  supplying  farm  families  v/ith  practical  recommienda- 
tions  for  menus  tha,t  vdll  provide  an  adequo.te  and  properly  badaoiced  diet  from 
the  products  of  the  farm  or  from  foods  v.dsely  and  economically  purcliased. 

So  far.,  I  have  orblined  for  you  some  of  the  helps  which  the  Extension 
Service  is  making  available  in  meeting  the  individard  farm  fa,mily*  s  problem  of 
adjusting  its  plans  and  methods  of  v.'ork  to  1933  conditions.  Hat  there  are  other 
problems  affecting  the  farm  situation  and  T/ays  of  dealing  with  them  that  need  to 
be  understood.  The  restoration  of  sound  financial  conditions,  ta,x  a.djustments 
and  controlled  production  are  among  them.  The  need  for  relia.ble  information  in 
relation  to  these  problems  a.nd  the  methods  used  to  meet  them  is  urgent.  We 
intend  that  e^rery  man  and  wo'mn  in  the  Extension  Service  slrall  be  able  to  help 
you  to  mderstand  the  effects  upon  you  and  your  co'mmunity  of  any  action  taken 
by  nab ion-al  and  State  and  Toca.!  go'vernments  to  ea.se  the  burden  imposed  upon 
farmers  generally  by  high  fixed  cha.r,ges  and  low  prices. 

Pina.lly,  let  me  remind  you  shcat  in  bringing  to  farm  people  facts  bearing 
on  the  scientific  adjustment  of  their  "crusiness  f.nd  made  of  living  rnd  of  the 
•v/hole  national  economic  machine  to  the  conditions  of  the  times,  tne  Extension 
Service  serves  everyone.  We  ame,  as  I  said  at  the  beginning  of  tnis  talk,  well 
agreed  that  raising  farm  buying  power  is  essential  to  economic  betterment  not 
only  for  the  farm  family  out  for  all  of  us.  I  ara  confident  that  in  this  effort 
to  establish  farm  buying  power  the  Extension  Service  will  malie  p.  substantial 
contribution  in  1933.  In  so  doing,  it  can  and  will  render  a  genuine  puDlic 
service  to  the  whole  nation. 


